LOS VERBOS REFLEXIVOS

Definition:  Reflexive verbs are those that show people doing something to or for themselves, like to bathe oneself or to wash one’s face.  The person doing the action is also receiving the action.

How can you recognize a reflexive verb:  A reflexive verb is noticeable because of the “-se” on the end of the verb.  (*Remember a verb is broken into two pieces – the stem “HABL-” “CONOC-“ or “VIV-“; and the ending “-AR” “-ER” “-IR”)   [  LAV/AR/SE  ]

The “-se” ending requires a reflexive pronoun (the recipient of the action).  These pronouns are:

yo = me


nosotros = nos

tú = te


vosotros = os

él, ella, usted = se

ellos, ustedes = se

These pronouns are placed IN FRONT OF THE CONJUGATED VERB!

ex.  ducharse/yo  = (yo) me ducho  

[the “yo” is unnecessary because of the reflexive pronoun & the conjugated verb]

These reflexive pronouns can also be attached to the infinitive verb when necessary.

ex. I am going to shower myself.  = Voy a ducharme.

Let’s see the verb LAVARSE in action


LAVARSE – to wash oneself

(yo) me lavo


(nosotras) nos lavamos

(tú) te lavas


(vosotros) os laváis

él, ella, ud. se lava

ellos, ellas, ustedes se lavan

Not all verbs can be reflexive.  Also, some verbs can be both non-reflexive and reflexive, depending on the recipient of the action.  For example:  lavar el coche and lavarse (the first is non-reflexive – to wash the car; the second is reflexive – to wash oneself)

The following exercises will assist in your understanding of reflexive verbs.

A.  Fill in the blanks with the correct reflexive pronoun and verb

1.  yo/ducharse ____________

 
6. nosotros/ducharse ____________

2.  tú/ducharse ____________
 
7.  vosotras/ducharse ____________

3.  él/ducharse ____________


8.  ellos/ducharse _____________

4.  ella/ducharse ___________


9.  ellas/ducharse _______________


5.  usted/ducharse __________

10. uds./ducharse  ______________

1.  La directora ___________ (prepararse) para saludar los padres y estudiantes.

2.  Menuardo ___________ (vestirse) en ropa cómoda cada día.

3.  Lola y su hermana ______________ (acostarse) temprano porque tienen un examen mañana.

4.  ¿ Cuándo ______________ (levantarse) Marí y tú?

5.  Yo siempre _____________ (ducharse) por la noche.

6.  Nosotros preferimos _____________ (depertarse) tarde en los sábados.

7.  Pepe y Paco ___________ (afeitarse) antes de ir a escuela.

